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The launch of ASEAN
Charter

The Kuala Lumpur Declaration on the Establishment
of the ASEAN Charter on 12 December 2005 and

The Cebu Declaration on the Blueprint of the ASEAN
Charter on 13 January 2007, that the Charter shall
serve as a legal and institutional framework for
ASEAN Economic Community — AEC

ASEAN Community — AC



ASEAN Charter

The ASEAN Charter is a constitution for the
(ASEAN). The
Intention to draft the constitution was formally tabled
at the 11th held in December 2005 In
, . Ten ASEAN leaders, one
each from each member state, called the
has been assigned to produce
recomendations of the drafting of the charter. In the
12th ASEAN Summit held in January 2007 in ,
the , several basic proposals were made
public.
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ASEAN Charter

The ASEAN Leaders, therefore, has agreed during the
Summit to set up a "‘high level task force on the
drafting of the ASEAN Charter" composed by 10 high
level government officials from ten member countries.
The HLTF then held 13 meetings during 2007. Some of
the proposals include the removal of non-interference
policy that is central to the regional group since its
formation in the 1960s, and to set up a human rights
body.



ratirication _g[_the ASEAN_J
Charter _

For the 1st ASEAN Charter to become legally binding,
It has been agreed upon that all ten member nations
must ratify the Charter before the next ASEAN
Summit this December 2008. The Charter will become
effective on the 30th day after the 10th "'Instrument of
Ratification' has been submitted to the ASEAN
Secretary-General, Dr. Surin Pitsuwan.

As of October 21, the charter has been fully ratified by
all member states. The following table shows the date
of ratification and submission of the " Instrument of
Ratification" by the individual members:



Enforcement

The Charter came into force after awaiting Thailand's
delivery of the final instrument of ratification in
December 2008. Thailand's permanent representative
to the United Nations, Ambassador Don Pramudwinal,
deposited the document with Asean secretary-general,

, at the Thai mission in New York on
November 14. He issued a statement saying, "'This is
certainly an occasion to celebrate for the 570 million
people of Asean.
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Enforcement

This means that when the ASEAN leaders gather at
their annual summit in mid December, the ASEAN
Charter will have come into force."" He was referring
to the charter coming into after the 14th Summit in
Chiang Mai, Thailand, from December 13 to 18. In
doing so he added that celebrations would follow not
only for the full ratification of the charter but also the
entering into force of the new basic law of ASEAN, "It
will be a rules-based and people-oriented organization
with its own legal personality



ASEAN Economic
Community
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